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JOHN BR. MARTIN 


New Associate Secretary 
Assumes Duties 


John R. Martin was recently appointed as the new 
Associate Secretary for NSBRO and officially as- 
sumed his duties as of January 1, 1957. He replaces 
Edgar Metzler who had held the position for the last 
two and one-half years. Martin is a graduate of 
Eastern Mennonite College and Goshen College 
Biblical Seminary. His original home was in Harrison- 
burg, Virginia. 


Martin’s primary work as Associate Secretary for 
NSBRO will be counseling with and giving informa- 
tion to individual conscientious objectors having 
trouble getting their CO classifications. The carrying 
out of this responsibility will require continuous con- 
tacts with government agencies such as the Defense 
Department, Selective Service Headquarters, Presi- 


Justice Department Official Resigns 
Over Selective Service Ruling 

Frank J. Mizel, Jr., Montgomery (Alabama) at- 
torney, resigned on December 8, 1956, as special 
hearing officer for the U. S. Department of Justice 
in protest to the Fred Gray draft deferment. 

Mizel, as hearing officer, represented the Justice 
Department in legal matters arising from conscien- 
tious objectors seeking draft deferments. He was 
appointed to the post recently by U. S. Attorney 
General Herbert Brownell. 

Scathing Assault 

Gray, a Negro attorney active in the bus boycott 
in Montgomery, Alabama, was deferred by Selective 
Service Director General Lewis B. Hershey on 
grounds that the Negro was a part-time minister. 

Mizel called Gray’s deferment “disgraceful” and 
added that the attorney had done nothing more than 
“invoked the protective coloration of the ministerial 
pulpit so as to avoid being drafted into the military 
service of our Nation”. 

In his letter of resignation to Brownell, Mizel noted 
caustically that in the light of the deferment of 
Gray “I would feel justified in cases coming before 
me as special hearing officer ... to grant automatically 
the application for draft exemption of any lay reader, 
any front pew amen shouter, prayer meeting at- 
tendant, acolyte or novice who claimed to be a con- 
scientious objector. 

The Montgomery attorney, in his scathing assault 
on Brownell, likened the Attorney General’s current 
“neo-abolitionist political activities” to the “judicially 
detestable and horrendous Star Chamber proceedings 
of Sir Edward Coke in the days of Queen Elizabeth 
the first.” 


dential Appeal Board, Justice Department, and the 
Supreme Court. 

Martin will also be serving as the pastor for the 
Woodridge Mennonite Church in Washington, D. C. 
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